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result that what was in the beginning only an appa-
rently equitable contract, is transformed finally into
enslavement for life." *
Domestic and predial slavery was placed by the
Commissioners in a separate section of the report,
because it was difficult to say precisely to what cate-
gory this species of slavery belonged. The various
forms differ so enormously that they may involve
abject servitude, or they may even give the master
or owner power of life and death over the slave.
But in contrast with this, there are certain systems
of domestic slavery which give the slave a favour-
able position in his master's household.
In the French Colonies of tropical Africa the serf
holds a position different from that of the slave.
The serf, for example, cannot be sold, but neither
can he be affranchised. The Commission found
that in most African territories there is a clear dis-
tinction between the serf and the slave ; the Arabs
of the Sahara, for example, use quite different names
for the two. The French Government appears to be
satisfied that the total disappearance of slave-dealing,
and even the effective abolition of the status of the
slave, would not necessarily result in the suppres-
sion of serfdom, owing to the fact that a serf and a
slave are entirely different persons.
In the remote and almost inaccessible parts of
Borneo and New Guinea, the Dutch Government
reported to the Commission that certain forms of
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